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GREAT BLUE HERON 
Ardea herodias herodias 
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Regional Occurrence (BCRs 14, 30) 

• Distribution: breeds and winters in region 

• Habitats used: fresh-water and brackish marshes, lakes, rivers 

and lagoons; breeding in trees or on rock ledges and coastal 

cliffs 
NAWCP BD=2; NAWCP ND=3 

Regional Abundance 

• 1990s population: US—31,644 (220 colonies); CAN—10,394 

• 1970s population: US—8,776 (56 colonies) 

• 261% increase in regional population 
NAWCP PS=2; NAWCP PT=1 

Regional Threats 

• Contamination by pesticides which can cause eggshell thinning, 

reduced growth/development of young and reproductive failure 

• Nest/colony abandonment increases with human disturbance 

• Susceptible to adverse weather conditions; food supply can be 

a critical limitation 

• Certain logging practices, other causes of nest site destruction 

• Eagles as limiting factors 
NAWCP TB=2; NAWCP TN=2 

Conservation Status:  Abundance (b=breeding, nb=nonbreeding, t=total individuals) and Conservation Rank 
Global North America BCR 14 BCR 30 Mid-Atlantic S. New England Gulf of Maine Maritimes 

124,500t 83,000b 11,502b 30,536b 30,376b 0?b 1,268b 10,394b 

IUCN- 
Not Evaluated 

NAWCP- Not 
currently at risk 
(PI>95%) 

Not at risk 
(PI=14%) 

Not at risk 
(PI=37%) 

NJ- S2B, S4N; DE-S2B 

MD-S4B, S3S4N; VA-S3S4 

NY-S5; CT-S3B, SZN; RI- S2B, 

SZN; MA-S2; VT-S2S3B,S5N 

MA-S2; NH-S4B, SZN 

ME-S4B; NB- S4B ; NS- S5B 

QC-S5; NB- S4B 

PE-S4B;NS-S5B 

Conservation Needs: Sustainability: 2.3 young / nest; 62.5% chicks fledged / nest; Foraging Habitat: mean distance 2.3-6.5 km; 30 km from colony; most closer; grasslands, 

estuarine marshes, intertidal beaches, riverbanks; mostly in slow moving or calm freshwater, and along seacoasts; Issues: Areas of preferred habitat for feeding and breeding should 

be managed and protected.; Needs: monitor, develop buffer guidelines for nesting and foraging habitat; Population Goals: maintain (above minimum); Habitat Goals: 

 

  ¡   - Breeding site (Mar-Aug) 
Non-Breeding  


